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formerly to order silkworm eggs, to supply cocoons
for the factory, and to settle inter-village disputes.
But in the last analysis, the head of the Hsiang, Chou,
did not work in his legal capacity, but mostly through
his own personal influence as the assistant manager
of the silk factory, and he did not make any important
steps without getting into touch with the de facto
heads of the village concerned.
Of course, given time and increasing experience of
the new administrative functions, there is no reason to
say that the new unit will remain on paper for ever.
The unit of Pao, however, is different. To divide
the village according to the boundary of streams is
not likely to be successful. It is assumed in this case
that the stream is a dividing line for social activities.
This assumption is not true. As shown, boats are
active on the water, and bridges are built to connect
those separated pieces of land. They are means, not
obstacles, of communication.
Lastly, we come to the Chea, Among the functional
groupings, we have seen that there is a type of group
called shanlin, the neighbourhood, which consists of
ten households. But it does not correspond with the
Chea, Chea is a fixed local segment while shanlin is a
chain of overlapping units; each house taking its
location as the centre of reference. The segmentation
of Chea is very artificial and contradictory to the idea
of the people*
Nevertheless, it will be interesting to study the
problem in a future investigation to see how far planned
social change can be started from the social structure
including the form of the group, formal rules of
behaviour, and formal system of thought; such
attempts are evidently becoming more and more
popular in a situation where state uniformity is desired.

